

















Blue Apple Beach House on Tierra Bomba island

You can dip into all the classic resort activities —
snorkelling, boat trips, lazing at the beach club
over pina coladas — but it’s most fun to people-
watch. It’s a beautiful place, idyllic even. Yet
there’s an over-zealousness to please. Plates are
cleared before you’ve finished, and wine is
topped up at three-minute intervals. You can’t
even take a yoghurt from the breakfast buffet
without someone offering to carry it for you. The

staff are so warm and charming, though, it’s easy



to forgive Colombia for not being as polished as
other luxury veterans, such as St Tropez.

Besides, that might just be part of its allure.

Monique Rivalland was a guest of all the hotels
mentioned. Jacada Travel offers eight nights in
Colombia with two each at Cora Cora Camp,
Hotel Celestino, Casa San Agustin and Hotel Las
Islas plus flights from £5,900pp

(jacadatravel.com)

Three more cool places to stay in
Colombia

Casa del Presidente

Live it up in presidential style in the former
home of one of Colombia’s most celebrated
presidents. Belisario Betancur, who died in 2018,
is remembered for his efforts to end guerrilla
warfare and bring peace to Colombia. His
palatial 18th-century villa, now a sumptuous
five-bedroom boutique hotel, is a landmark in
the well-preserved old artists’ town of Barichara
in the northern department of Santander. It’s
remote — you’ll need to fly to Bucaramanga and
from there it’s a three-and-a-half-hour drive or a
20-minute helicopter ride. But it’s worth the
effort. Impressive Chicamocha Canyon is easily

accessible en route and you can spend days



exploring on foot, by bike or by raft. Back at base
there’s a pool and pretty gardens, and from the
bedroom balconies guests have views over the
Andes and of Barichara’s cobbled streets and
terracotta rooftops.

Details Doubles from £752

(casadelpresidente.com.co)

Cannua Lodge

This new eco-lodge in the Antioquian mountains
is just over an hour’s drive east of Medellin.
Guests stay in modern brick cabanas with floor-
to-ceiling windows. Some have private gardens,
others have decks, but all of them have
spectacular vistas of the San Nicolas valley. The
deluxe option has two storeys and can sleep a
family of four. The emphasis at Cannua is on
permaculture and learning about it in the lap of
(sustainable) luxury. There are walks and tours
that will teach you about the abundant
biodiversity of the region — there are more than
90 bird species at Cannua — as well as
excursions to local fincas (country houses). The
retreat also has a spa and a smart restaurant
serving organic Colombian food with an Asian
and European twist.

Details Cabanas for two from £193

(cannua.com)




The Artisan DC Hotel

This urban hotel from the Autograph Collection
is a cool retreat from the chaos of Bogota, in the
central, financial district of Chapinero. Large
picture windows supply a sense of the downtown
buzz without you having to be in the thick of it.
The bedrooms are bright and a marriage of
modern and vintage flair, with touches such as
brightly coloured pendant lamps and old
speakers; they also feature sleek marble
bathrooms. Exposed brick walls are decorated
with modern art. Tempting weathered leather
sofas fill the lobby, but you’ll probably want to
settle into the Cooper Lounge’s inventive
cocktail menu. There’s a speakeasy bar as well as
Asian-Colombian fusion food at the hotel’s Osaki
restaurant.

Details Doubles from £163 (autograph-

hotels.marriott.com)




